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fchey ever had. The power and possession which
surround them are their own creation, and they exert
the same commanding industry at this moment.

They are positive, methodical, cleanly, and formal,
loving routine and conventional ways; loving truth
and religion, to be sure, but inexorable on points of
form. All the world praises the comfort and private
appointments of an English inn, and of English house-
holds. You are sure of neatness and of personal
decorum. A Frenchman may possibly be clean; an
Englishman is conscientiously clean. A certain order
and complete propriety is found in his dress and in
his belongings.

Born in a harsh and wet climate, which keeps him
indoors whenever he is at rest, and being of an affec-
tionate and loyal temper, he dearly loves his house,
If he is rich he buys a demesne, and builds a hall; if
he is in middle condition, he spares no expense on his
house. Without, it is all planted: within, it is
wainscoted, carved, curtained, hung with pictures,
and filled with good furniture. 'Tis a passion which
survives all others, to deck and improve it. Hither
he brings all that is rare and costly, and with the
national tendency to sit fast in the same spot for
many generations, it comes to be, in the course of
time, a museum of heirlooms, gifts, and trophies of
the adventures and exploits of the family. He is
very fond of silver plate, and, though he have no
gallery of portraits of his ancestors, he has of their
punch-bowls and porringers. Incredible amounts of
plate are found in good houses, and the poorest have